The Barry District Nursing Association reports fiftyseven new cases during April, 1,823 visits having been paid by the staff of four nurses in the course of the month. The Accident Hospital (five beds) also did good work. Ten accidents were admitted ; others were sent to Cardiff, owing to want of accommodation. The accidents happen chiefly to the men, of whom there are some three or four thousand, working on the extensive new docks that are being built.
MRS. GARRETT ANDERSON AT IPSWICH.
Mrs. Garrett Anderson, M.D., as president of the East Anglian branch of the British Medical Association, on Thursday, May 27th, delivered an address before the members of the association at Ipswich, the first time in the history of English medicine that a woman has occupied such a position. Mrs. Anderson took for her subject the progress of medicine in the "Victorian Era, reviewing generally the tremendous changes which the past sixty years have seen, and concluding a very interesting speech by forecasting something of the lines on which medical science might be expected to develop itself in the future.
A WOMEN'S MEMORIAL.
A memorial largely signed by influential women has been presented to Lord Salisbury, Lord George Hamilton, and other members of the Government, expressing an anxious hope that "effectual measures will be taken to check the spread of contagious diseases among our soldiers, especially in India." The petition ends with these words : " And with the deepest earnestness we call on the Government to do all that can be done to save innocent women and children in the present and future generations from the terrible results of vices for which they were Croton oil can be made into a firm pill with bread crumb, magnesia, and soap, or powdered liquorice and glycerine of tragacanth.
Tar should be massed with lycopodium, and oil of turpentine with calcined magnesia and white wax.
Phosphorus is a somewhat difficult substance to form into a satisfactory pill, and the student must be wary in handling it.
In the first place a solvent is necessary, and in the seoond the solution must be incorporated with a suitable base. Bisulphide of carbon is one of the best solvents for phosphorus, but chloroform and theobroma oil answer the purpose well.
Phosphorus pills should ba coated or varnished soon after being made, and kept in a dark place in well-closed ambercoloured bottles.
Of the various methods of finishing and coating pills used in pharmacy, silvering is the process most frequently employed by the dispenser.
The pills to be silvered should be kept free from powder and have a smooth surface. They should first be shaken up in a willow box or covered pot, with a drop or two of mucilage, until they have received a thin coating of the gum; then turn them into a clean pot in which a sheet or two of silver leaf has been placed, and rotate them rapidly for a few minutes. The superfluous silver may then be blown off and the pills placed into another clean pot, in which they should again be rapidly rotated for a few minutes. The process for varnishing pills is very simple, all that is necessary is to place them in a covered pot, with a small quantity of the varnish, and shake them for a few moments until they are evenly coated, then turn them out on a flat plate to dry. A good varnish can be made by dissolving one part of gum sandarach in one part of absolute alcohol.
To give pills a pearl coating is an operation that requires some dexterity, and is not by any means an easy one; but with practice good results may soon be obtained.
The following is a simple method : Moisten the pills by shaking them up in apot with just sufficient of a mixture of mucilage of acacia, one drachm ; syrup, one drachm ; water, five drachms; spirit, one drachm ; then turn them into a round bottomed covered pot about half filled with the following powder : Powdered French chalk, six drachms ; and rice starch, two drachms. Rotate the covered pot rapidly and evenly until the pills have received a white coating, then transfer them to a clean pot without any powder, and rotate again until they are polished. Pills to be coated must be well rounded, hard, and free from powder.
Keratin coating is used for pills that are intended to pass through the stomach and into the small intestine before being dissolved. Keratin is prepared in alkaline and also in acid solution, the alkaline being employed for alkaline medicines and the acid for those that are acid. Keratin is prepared by digesting the parings of horn with a liquid consisting of pepsin, one part; hydrochloric acid, one part; and water, 11 parts, so long as anything is removed. The residue is then dissolved in ammonia by prolonged maceration for several weeks, and the solution evaporated.
The alkaline solution is made by dissolving seven parts of this dried keratin in 100 parts of a mixture of equal volume of ammonia and alcohol, the acid solution of the same strength in acetic acid. A fatty excipient should be used for the pill mass, and no dusting powder, the pills being dipped in melted cocoa butter before coating. Coating is carried out by shaking the pills up in a covered pot with the solution, the process being repeated several times. 
